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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 155216 
ORIGIN SS-15 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-14 ISO-00 SSO-00 USIE-00 OES-07 INRE-00 
/037R 

66011 

DRAFTED BY:S/S-0:AW0TT0 
APPROVED BY:S/S-0:AW0TT0 

048868 041149Z/53 

O 041 122Z JUL 77 ZFF4 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY CARACAS NIACT IMMEDIATE 

UNCLAS E F T O STATE 155216 

FOLLOWING REPEAT COMDT COGARD WASHDC 0404 15Z ACTION SECSTATE 
INFO COMLANTAREA COGARD NY, BOGOTA, CGGDSEVEN MIAMI, NASSUA, 
COMMCUSTOMS WASHDC, DEA WASHDC JULY 4. 

QUOTE ETOEOUO 

LAW ENEORCEMENT-DETENTION OF FA^ MARIA VICTORIA 

A. USCGC DAUNTLESS 031652Z JUL 77 PASEP 

B. USCGC DAUNTLESS 031755Z JUL 77 PASEP 

C. CCGDSEVEN 031818Z JUL 77 PASEP 

D. USCGC DAUNTLESS 031835Z JUL 77 PASEP 

E. USCGC DAUNTLESS 0401 15Z JUL 77 PASEP 

1. AS RELATED IN REES, CGC DAUNTLESS IS DETAINING SUBJ VESSEL WHICH 
IS LOADED WITH APPROXIMATELY 

20 TONS OF MARIJUANA IN POSITION 25-55N 

76-55W (APPROXIMATELY 18 MILES EAST OF SOUTHERN TIP GREAT ABACO ISLAN 
D, 

BAHAMAS). OTHER THAN NAME ON HULL, ONLY IDENTIFICATION INFORMATION 
FOR VESSEL IS ARUBA INSPECTION DOCUMENT DATED 12 JAN 77 INDICATING 
HOME PORT OF RIO HACHA, COLOMBIA. TWO VENZUELAN ELAGS EOUND ABOARD 
VESSEL. SEVEN OE EIGHT PERSONS ABOARD HOLD COLOMBIAN IDENTIEICATION. 

2. MASTER OF SUBJ VESSEL STATES THAT HE IS DUE TO RENDEZVOUS WITH 
FA7 OLGA (ALSO REPORTEDLY COLOMBIAN) ON 5 JUL AT INDEFINITE LOCATION 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 155216 

ON NORTHERN LITTLE BAHAMAS BANK. THE TWO VESSELS ARE SUPPOSED TO 
EXCHANGE CREWS AT THAT TIME. (PARA 2A, REF D). 

3. PROPOSED COURSE OF ACTION. CONTINUE DETENTION AND: 

A. IN CONJUNCTION WITH BAHAMIAN LAW ENEORCEMENT OFFICIALS, ATTEMPT 
TO CARRY THROUGH WITH 5 JULY RENDEZVOUS BETWEEN F/V MARIA VICTORIA AN 
D 

FA7 OLGA UNDER SUPERVISION OF BAHAMIAN AUTHORITIES AND COAST GUARD. 
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AFTER RENDEZVOUS, BOTH VESSELS AND CREWS WOULD BE SUBJECT TO SEIZURE 
BY BAHAMIANS (PROVIDED RENDEZVOUS TAKES PLACE WITHIN BAHAMIAN CUSTOMS 
WATERS AS APPEARS LIKELY). IE BAHAMIAN GOVT AGREES TO PURSUE THIS 
COURSE, COAST GUARD SUGGESTS THAT BAHAMIANS PROVIDE AT LEAST ONE 
PATROL BOAT PLUS AT LEAST ONEOEEICIAL TO ACCOMPANY EACH COAST GUARD 
VESSEL INVOLVED. 

B. IE COURSE PROPOSED IN SUBPARA A ABOVE IS FORECLOSED, COAST GUAR 
D 

PROPOSES TO SEIZE SUBJECT VESSEL ON BEHALF OF ITS FLAG STATE IE 
AUTHORIZATION TO DO SO CAN BE OBTAINED. 

4. REQUEST SECSTATE TAKE EOLLOWING ACTION: 

A. CHECK WITH GOVTS OE COLOMBIA AND VENZUELA TO ASCERTAIN TRUE 
NATIONALITY OE EA^'S MARIA VICTORIA AND OLGA. 

B. AETER ASCERTAINING ELAG STATE OE FA^ MARIA VICTORIA, SEEK TO 
OBTAIN AUTHORIZATION FOR COAST GUARD TO EXERCISE SUCH CONTROL OVER 
THAT VESSEL AS MAY BE NECESSARY IN CARRYING OUT ACTIONS PROPOSED 

IN PARA 3 ABOVE. 

C. SEEK COOPERATION OE GOVT OE BAHAMAS IN CARRYING OUT ACTION 
PROPOSED IN PARA 3A ABOVE. (COAST GUARD WILL MAKE INEORMAL CONTACT 
DIRECTLY WITH USUAL BAHAMIAN LAW ENEORCEMENT OFEICIALS MORING 4 JULY) 

. UNQUOTE CHRISTOPHER 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 155216 
ORIGIN SS-15 

INEO OCT-01 ARA-14 ISO-00 /030 R 

66011 

DRAFTED BY:S/S-0:SGOLDSMITH 
APPROVED BY:S/S-0:SG0LDSM1TH 

049829 041812Z/53 

0 041805Z JUL 77ZEE4 
EM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY BOGOTA NIACT IMMEDIATE 

UNCLAS E E T O STATE 155216 

EOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 155216 ACTION CARACAS JULY 4. 

QUOTE UNCLAS E F T O STATE 155216 

EOLLOWING REPEAT COMDT COGARD WASHDC 0404 15Z ACTION SECSTATE 
INEO COMLANTAREA COGARD NY, BOGOTA, CGGDSEVEN MIAMI, NASSUA, 
COMMCUSTOMS WASHDC, DEA WASHDC JULY 4. 
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QUOTE FTOFOUO 

LAW ENFORCEMENT-DETENTION OF FA^ MARIA VICTORIA 

A. USCGC DAUNTLESS 031652Z JUL 77 PASEP 

B. USCGC DAUNTLESS 031755Z JUL 77 PASEP 

C. CCGDSEVEN 031818Z JUL 77 PASEP 

D. USCGC DAUNTLESS 031835Z JUL 77 PASEP 

E. USCGC DAUNTLESS 0401 15Z JUL 77 PASEP 

1. AS RELATED IN REFS, CGC DAUNTLESS IS DETAINING SUBJ VESSEL WHICH 
IS LOADED WITH APPROXIMATELY 

20 TONS OF MARIJUANA IN POSITION 25-55N 

76-55W (APPROXIMATELY 18 MILES EAST OF SOUTHERN TIP GREAT ABACO ISLAN 
D, 

BAHAMAS). OTHER THAN NAME ON HULL, ONLY IDENTIFICATION INFORMATION 
FOR VESSEL IS ARUBA INSPECTION DOCUMENT DATED 12 JAN 77 INDICATING 
HOME PORT OF RIO HACHA, COLOMBIA. TWO VENZUELAN FLAGS FOUND ABOARD 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 155216 

VESSEL. SEVEN OF EIGHT PERSONS ABOARD HOLD COLOMBIAN IDENTIFICATION. 

2. MASTER OF SUBJ VESSEL STATES THAT HE IS DUE TO RENDEZVOUS WITH 
FA^ OLGA (ALSO REPORTEDLY COLOMBIAN) ON 5 JUL AT INDEFINITE LOCATION 
ON NORTHERN LITTLE BAHAMAS BANK. THE TWO VESSELS ARE SUPPOSED TO 
EXCHANGE CREWS AT THAT TIME. (PARA 2A, REF D). 

3. PROPOSED COURSE OF ACTION. CONTINUE DETENTION AND: 

A. IN CONJUNCTION WITH BAHAMIAN LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS, ATTEMPT 
TO CARRY THROUGH WITH 5 JULY RENDEZVOUS BETWEEN F/V MARIA VICTORIA AN 
D 

FW OLGA UNDER SUPERVISION OF BAHAMIAN AUTHORITIES AND COAST GUARD. 
AFTER RENDEZVOUS, BOTH VESSELS AND CREWS WOULD BE SUBJECT TO SEIZURE 
BY BAHAMIANS (PROVIDED RENDEZVOUS TAKES PLACE WITHIN BAHAMIAN CUSTOMS 
WATERS AS APPEARS LIKELY). IF BAHAMIAN GOVT AGREES TO PURSUE THIS 
COURSE, COAST GUARD SUGGESTS THAT BAHAMIANS PROVIDE AT LEAST ONE 
PATROL BOAT PLUS AT LEAST ONEOFFICIAL TO ACCOMPANY EACH COAST GUARD 
VESSEL INVOLVED. 

B. IF COURSE PROPOSED IN SUBPARA A ABOVE IS FORECLOSED, COAST GUAR 
D 

PROPOSES TO SEIZE SUBJECT VESSEL ON BEHALF OF ITS FLAG STATE IF 
AUTHORIZATION TO DO SO CAN BE OBTAINED. 

4. REQUEST SECSTATE TAKE FOLLOWING ACTION: 

A. CHECK WITH GOVTS OF COLOMBIA AND VENZUELA TO ASCERTAIN TRUE 
NATIONALITY OF FWS MARIA VICTORIA AND OLGA. 

B. AFTER ASCERTAINING FLAG STATE OF FA^ MARIA VICTORIA, SEEK TO 
OBTAIN AUTHORIZATION FOR COAST GUARD TO EXERCISE SUCH CONTROL OVER 
THAT VESSEL AS MAY BE NECESSARY IN CARRYING OUT ACTIONS PROPOSED 

IN PARA 3 ABOVE. 

C. SEEK COOPERATION OF GOVT OF BAHAMAS IN CARRYING OUT ACTION 
PROPOSED IN PARA 3A ABOVE. (COAST GUARD WILL MAKE INFORMAL CONTACT 
DIRECTLY WITH USUAL BAHAMIAN LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS MORING 4 JULY) 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 STATE 155216 

UNCLASSIFIED 

NNN 
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